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Current Status of Care
for Children 0-4

37.2%
32.4%

7.9% 6.2%

12.7% 11.5%

Parental
Care Only

Relative
Care

Non-
relative

Care

Family
Home
Care

Child Care
Center

Preschool,
Head
Start,

Nursery
School

Source: Who’s Minding the Kids? U.S. Census Bureau: May 2005



Supporting FFN Care

Resources and Supports –

Play & Learn Groups

Home Care Provider Networks

Family Resource Libraries 

Grandparent Support Groups

Attention through Community 
Empowerment



Supporting Quality, 
Affordable Child Care

Mismatch between what families can 
afford to pay and what the market will 
produce in quality care – need for public 
sector investments

Family at 150% of poverty ($30,000 
family of four) – not eligible for Iowa 
child care subsidy, but has very limited 
discretionary income



Affordability and Cliff Effect



Child Care and Preschool
Employment Data: May 2005
Bureau of Labor Statistics Information: Iowa and U.S.
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Overall Approach

Continue to Build Quality Rating, 
Reimbursement, and Professional 
Development System

Eliminate the Cliff Effect in Child Care 
Subsidy (moving from 145% to 200% of 
poverty, over time)

Support FFN Care through Community 
Empowerment

Coordinate Preschool with Early Childhood 
Education in Way that Enhances Both
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